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Council in world history came to meet at Rangoon in 1954,
charged with the task of reciting and examining the whole of the
Pali scriptures, and that Burma assumed the leadership of the
Theravada Buddhist peoples. He has made Buddhism his
spiritual weapon against the onslaught of dialectical material-
ism. But this has also meant that his preference of conciliation
to force has made him at least appear to pursue a policy of
optimism and weakness.
. Whether the policy of 'thorough* put into operation so firmly
by General Ne Win will yield better results in the long run
only time will show. Whether, indeed, he can successfully
play the part of 'honest broker* and pave the way for the
restoration of democracy is not yet clear. The elections promised
for April 1959 could not be held because the army was carrying
on a major offensive against the rebels. Instead, on a6th Febru-
ary Parliament passed a bill to enable Ne Win and his Cabinet
to remain in power until 1960. It was in the form of a temporary
amendment to the Constitution permitting non-members of
Parliament to hold office in the government for over six
months. Ne Win, it must realized, has scrupulously respected
constitutional forms. His ministers are all non-political and
non-military persons of distinction in various walks of life and
of high character, and he himself has remained aloof from the
struggle between the 'clean* and the 'stable* divisions of the
AFPFL. His government functions with greater efficiency than
has been witnessed ever since the coming of independence in
1948. But it depends mainly upon the support of the army,
and U Nu has already called upon his supporters to begin
passive resistance, of the type once directed by Mahatma
Gandhi in India, against its Oppression*.